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The mission of the Carolina Traditional Archers is the promotion of traditional archery and bow hunting. Members will adhere
to the highest ethical standards whether in the field or on the range and hold in reverence the traditions and history of archery.
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Letter from the Chairman:
One of the most important barometers of any organization is the happiness of its members. I can’t help noticing at our club
events the many smiles and laughter I hear. Our club events continue to provide the sanctuary so needed in our hectic lives
and it’s heartwarming to know the joy we bring to our members.
So far this year we have been blessed with great weather and the attendance at our first two shoots has been outstanding.
The proceeds from the Herb Reynolds Memorial Shoot resulted in a $600.00 donation to the North Carolina Bow Hunters
Association with the funds being designated to outdoor educational programs for youth. Our February shoot and pig picking
was also a hit and everyone did their part to make sure all of the BBQ was consumed.
I especially want to thank our members for participating in the election and completing the satisfaction survey. Our goal as
club officers is to make your experience at CTA events enjoyable, and this survey will help guide us. I also want to thank the
members that agreed to run for CTA offices. We continue to be blessed with members that are talented, enthusiastic, and are
willing to get the job done.
I want to express my sincere appreciations to those members that took the time to vote and or write letters regarding the
recent Wildlife Resources Commission proposals. I’m confident that the outpouring of opposition to these proposals will
make a difference.
There is much work to be done this year to continue our goal to be the best traditional archery club in this region but like all
plans they have little meaning without people willing to put ideas into action. Please make 2009 the year that you give CTA a
little of your time. Believe me, the smiles you see and the laughs you hear are very rewarding.
Best Regards,
Dave Haggist
The Whispering Shaft, Carolina Traditional Archers (CTA) newsletter, is published on a quarterly schedule. All members are encouraged to submit articles and tasteful
photographs about issues of interest to traditional archers and bow hunters. Please submit articles in MS Word format or even just simple email text to jhenz@thecta.org .
If you can, also include an archery-related photo of yourself with your article so that people can put a face with a name. CTA Officers and Directors reserve the right to
refuse or edit any material submitted for publication that they deem detrimental to traditional archery/bow hunting or to the Carolina Traditional Archers.

Cover photo: Young CTA member Haleigh with her 21-pound wood/bamboo longbow.

Photo by Joe Henz
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2009 Calendar Of

Events

March 14—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
March 21—CTA Workday, 8am-noon, Maiden
April 4—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
April 11-14—Club Hunt, Kerr Scott Reservoir
May 16—NCTAC Workday, 8am-noon, Catawba Valley Wildlife Club
May 21—NCTAC Workday, 8am-noon, Catawba Valley Wildlife Club

May 22-24 North Carolina Traditional Archery Championships
(NCTAC 2009) - Catawba Valley Wildlife Club
June 13—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
July 11—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
August 8—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
September 5—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden
October 10—Youth Day, Kerr Scott Reservoir
October 14-17—Club Hunt, Kerr Scott Reservoir
November 14—Club Shoot & Coon Shoot, 2pm-10pm, Maiden
November 21—CTA Workday, 8am-noon
December 12—Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Maiden

Other Regional Traditional Archery Events
March 21 - Sissipahaw Traditional Archers Shoot, 9am -3pm, Bellemont, NC
Sissipahaw Archery Club is located on NC Hwy 49, four miles south of I-85 (exit 145).
More details at www.stacgang.org
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North Carolina Artisans

Knapping a point out of rhyolite
Tommy Blackburn & Eric Parker
At January’s Club Shoot CTA members Tommy Blackburn and
Eric Parker demonstrated making stone points out of rhyolite,
which is a rock indigenous to North Carolina. Most people are
familiar with “Indian arrowheads” made of flint or obsidian.
However, the native American tribes living in North Carolina
were not blessed with such easily flaked, or “knappable” materials. They had to make do with what was locally available, and
what was available was quartz and rhyolite. Of the two, rhyolite
was preferred. Because of its toughness, rhyolite makes a very
durable tool, whether it is used as a knife, hide-scraper, spear
point, or arrowhead. However, relative to flint, obsidian, agate,
and jade, rhyolite is the ugly cousin. Because it’s plain and is so
much harder to knap than the other types of stone mentioned,
modern-day knappers seldom work with it.
A strong and extremely tough rock, knapping rhyolite is “hard on tools and hard on the
joints”, said Tommy Blackburn. That may explain why it was the young Eric Parker who
managed to muscle through an hour-plus knapping session and create a piece of art
from the stubborn stone. Although only in his twenties, Eric learned knapping from his
father when he was only five or six years old; consequently, he has many years of experience despite his young age.
Compared to more glassy rock like flint and obsidian, rhyolite requires beefier tools,
harder impact, and a longer “contact time” on the rock. That means the tools need to
be softer, so that the tool’s impact on the rock is longer. Believe it or not, when a
knapper is beating on a rock he is actually pulling pieces off the bottom of the rock, not
chipping chunks off the top or the sides. Rock is very strong in compression but rather
weak in tension (i.e. rock makes good pillars, but you never see it used as rope). By
hitting the rock with a soft material that “bites” into the edge of the rock, the knapper
pulls the tool through the underside of the stone, forcing the bottom piece to fail under
tension. Wood billets (dogwood and live-oak are preferred for their dense, tough
grain), and moose antler were the primary tools used by Eric and Tommy for the
“percussion flaking”. They then switched to copper-tipped “ishi sticks”, using what is
called “pressure flaking”, for the fine detail work.

Two points made by Tommy
Blackburn. Rhyolite on the left,
quartz on the right. These were
the two types of rock available in
the North Carolina region that
were made into cutting tools by
the Native Americans living here.

A chunk of Rhyolite.
coarse grain = bad for knapping

smooth, fine grain = good for knapping

Left: dogwood billet. Right: moose antler.

Eric pulls pieces off the bottom of a
“spall” of rhyolite using a large dogwood billet and a lot of force.

Eric periodically abrades the edge of the biface
with a piece of an old grinding wheel. This breaks
the sharp edge of the stone and forms a
“platform” on which to transmit the force of the
moose antler through the bottom side of the rock.

Once he has the spall formed
into a “biface”, he switches to
smaller moose antler billet
and uses less brute force and
more finesse.

Here is the biface with the
flake just removed.

The final detailing of
the piece is done with
a copper-tipped “ishi
stick” and a thick
leather palm pad.
Three modern-day points replicating those made by
native North Carolina tribes. Left: Yadkin point
made by Tommy. Center: Hardaway point made by
Tommy. Right: the Savannah River point made by
Eric in this demonstration.

Photos and article by Joe Henz
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CTA Bunny Bop

A few hardy souls have put on their long johns, limbered up their bows, and
joined Charles Suttles and Jim Funderburk rabbit hunting a couple of Saturdays
this winter. Although Jim’s dogs did their job in scaring up some rabbits, CTA’s
finest were mostly caught flat-footed when a rabbit flashed by. The slow, deliberate draw that most of us make on deer or foam targets does not prepare one
for rabbit hunting! Wearing four layers of clothing on a twelve-degree morning
doesn’t help either.
No one got a rabbit on either hunt. Charles Suttles did claim to
have hit one rabbit on the first hunt, but the dogs never found that
rabbit, and the archers never found Charles’ arrow. That and other
misfortunes prompted the creation of the cartoon on the opposite
page.
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Outsmarted by the Bessemer City Rabbits
The dogs felt so
sorry for us, they
caught us a rabbit.

The rabbits outran my flu flu’s!

I told you to use
Barta Bunny Busters.

How many did
Bill miss? (3)

That rabbit ran off
with my arrow!

Cartoon by Charles Suttles
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CTA Awards Night

A great time was had by all at the CTA annual Awards Banquet. Each honoree was recognized for their contributions to CTA in 2008 and presented with the Distinguish Service Medallion. In addition, each honoree
received a door prize on behalf of the Step Up To The Plate program. In 2008, nearly 60 members assisted
with CTA events which marks the greatest number of volunteers in a given year. CTA member Judy Morris
also received a door prize on behalf of the Step Up To The Plate program.
Distinguish Service Awards
Kyle Garrou
Maggie Vogt
Louis Oswalt
Eric Ballard
Tony Lail
Ronnie Pack
Maria Ballard
Mike Neely
Jim Todd
Jim Yount
David Allen
Jim Vogt
Jim Jordan
Tommy Blackburn
Step Up To The Plate
Judy Morris

Door Prize
Deluxe Armguard
Deluxe Armguard
Masters of the Barebow (video)
Primal Dreams (video)
Fred Bear Field Notes (book)
Zwickey Broad Heads
Magnus Broad Heads
Tru Angle Broad Head File
Three Rivers CC Sharpener
EZ Kut Pruners
Therm A Cell
Hunting w/ the Bow & Arrow (book)
Witchery of Archery (book)
Digital Scale
Fred Bear Field Notes (book)

The Step Up to the Plate Program awards points to club members who are active and participate in the club.
Points are awarded as follows:
Range Setup:
Range Take Down:
Provide Meal For Monthly Shoot:
Serve on a STAC Committee:
Participate in a CTA/STAC Workday:
New for 2009
Attend CTA Event
Bring a Guest
Guest joins CTA

5 points
5 points
5 points
10 points
10 points
2 points
1 point
2 points

Dave Haggist
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About our Club Shoots
Our monthly Club Shoots are loads of fun! If you like traditional archery, or even if you’re just curious as to
what traditional archery is all about, you owe it to yourself to check us out! It’s an event the whole family
can enjoy. All club shoots are held at the Foothills BowHunters/CTA range in Maiden NC. Shoots have
about 20 3-D animal targets. All the foam targets are in the woods, amongst the trees, which makes for a
realistic and very pleasant setting. Shoots cost $10 for members and $15 for non-members. Meal is included
with the price of admission., and first-time visitors shoot and eat for free!

Maiden

Directions:
From Hickory or Gastonia, take US-321 to Exit 28.
Take Maiden Hwy (North/Business/321) into Maiden.
Stay on 321 through town, then Right on May’s Chapel.
Continue to Bowhunting Club Rd. (Watch for “Foothills
Bowhunters” sign.) This road is gravel, but easily passable
with a two-wheel drive car.
Left at the fork in the gravel road, take road to the end.

10001 Archer Road
Davidson, NC 28036

