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Carolina Traditional Archers  

Mission Statement  

The mission of the Carolina Traditional Archers is the preservation and promotion of the ancient 

art of traditional archery through club activities and educational interactions with others. Mem-

bers will adhere to the highest ethical standards in their support, practice, promotion and preser-

vation of traditional archery and bow hunting. The Carolina Traditional Archers support sound 

wildlife management principles and seek opportunities to aid conservation efforts.  
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VICE-PRESIDENT  

Allen Wagner  

hunt4relix@gmail.com  

 

SECRETARY  

Mark Rickard  

mrickcta@gmail.com  

 

EDITOR 

Martin Seeley  

amymartin1999@yahoo.com  

 

 

Mary Hamner  

marychamner@gmail.com  

 

Joe Jeff Holchin  
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Letter from  

the President  

Members and friends of CTA, 

 

The calendar has rolled over to a new year, the days are starting to get a wee bit longer 

and spring is not far off.  We are almost a third of the way through winter.  As we look 

forward to our 32nd year as a club, there are a lot of things to be excited about.  We will 

hold elections in February and then March will usher in a new leadership team.  A lot of 

you have expressed your approval of what we have accomplished with our club property 

during the past two years and I’m hoping that 2017 will bring more good improvements 

to the range and the club house. 

Our membership continued to grow last year as well as our attendance at the monthly 

shoots.  That is really encouraging.  The board will be making plans for workdays the next 

several months and with a little good luck with the weather, we should be able to get 

some more things done on the range and finish a few projects that have been started.  Jeff 

Holchin has done some investigation on the recovery of the pond area and it appears that 

it will be a more expensive and extensive project than we had realized.  We will continue 

to work on that but there are many other things that a few dollars and some sweat equity 

can help us accomplish.  We’ll discuss this in more detail during our February business 

meeting and via emails in the interim. 

This will be my last year as president of CTA.  Three years as president feels like enough 

time to warrant a change of leadership, renewed energy and fresh ideas.  My wife’s health 

issues are requiring more of my time as well and that certainly takes priority.  With that 

being said, I would like to see us make more good progress with our membership and 

club property this year.   I’m optimistic that our growing membership will help us accom-

plish many of the projects that we have identified and prioritized.  Now that the holidays 

have passed and a new year has emerged, we will regroup and get started.  Lend us a 

hand and let’s have another positive and productive year at Carolina Traditional Archers.   

 

Drew Sumrell - President 
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From the Editor…..  
 

Please note the submission guidelines towards the end of this newsletter to send in your 

stories and photos.  I hope you continue to enjoy our new and improved newsletter and I 

thank those of you who have submitted photos and stories for the last couple of issues.  

It certainly makes out job easier. 

 

Martin Seeley 
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2017 Calendar Of Events  
 

January 14   Herb Reynolds Memorial Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

February 4   Club Shoot—Annual Business Meeting, 9am-3pm, Conover  

March 4   Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

March 31– April 1  Club Shoot—Traditional Skills Weekend & Turkey Warm Up, 9am-3pm, 

   Conover  

May 6    Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

June 3   Club Shoot—Kid’s Day, 9am-3pm, Conover  

July 1    Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

August 5   Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

September 2   Club Shoot—Whitetail Warmup, 9am-3pm, Conover  

October 7   Club Shoot, 9am-3pm, Conover  

TBD    Club Hunt at W. Kerr Scott Reservoir  

November 3—4  Club Shoot—Traditional Skills Weekend, 9am—3pm,  

   Conover  

December 2   Club Shoot, 9am-3pm , Conover  
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CTA Happenings……. 
Photos from the Fall shoots, December included a ham shootoff.  Jeff Cook 

who won the whole ham and John Frazer won the half ham.  
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CTA Happenings cont……. 
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CTA Happenings 

cont……. 
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Our Shotgun Raffle Winner 

Katy Easterling of Charlotte was the lucky lady 

that won the Browning Auto-5 shotgun.  She 

bought the ticket in hopes of winning the gun 

for her fiancé, Scott Buxton.  I would guess she 

made a few "Brownie points" for that big win. 

Congratulations to both from CTA for the win 

and being the owners of a very fine firearm.   

Also, many thanks to Charles Suttles who do-

nated the shotgun! 
 

Club Hunt 

All things considered, the 2016 club hunt at W. 

Kerr Scott Reservoir was a big success.  We 

had 15 members there off and on throughout 

the hunt.......the largest turnout ever for one of 

our hunts.  One deer was harvested and two 

were missed.  WHAT?  With all these good 

hunters and expert archers, I didn't think we  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

would ever miss.  But so it was…... 

In spite of the misses, we had a grand 

time.  Three evening meals served up by our 

members and a great Friday lunch of fried 

ocean fish, fries, slaw and baked apples.  The 

hunting was difficult due to the weather and a 

HUGE acorn crop but the food and the cama-

raderie was excellent. 

It was a real treat getting to know some of our 

newer members better and everyone had a 

good time.  Attendees were already making 

plans for next year.   
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Club Improvements 

Eagle Scout Service Project Improves CTA 
Range 

 

As one of his Eagle Scout requirements, Boy Scout and CTA 

member Klaus Matthews organized the building, staining, and 

installation of three new wooden benches and two water cool-

er stands for the CTA range trail. Scouts from Charlotte’s 

Troop 13, chartered by University City United Methodist 

Church, participated in three weekend work days building the 

benches and a fourth day at the range installing them. Klaus 

organized and directed 11 fellow scouts and seven of their fam-

ily members to make the project happen. 

 

One bench is installed near the creek, and the other two are 

located by the telephone pole on the other side of the creek 

and at the far end of the trail where it bends back toward the 

club house. The two benches that are farther from the club 

house each have an attached stand to hold a water cooler on 

top, with a bucket below to serve as a trash bag holder to col-

lect any used paper cups. The water cooler stands also have 

rings on the side where an arrow rake can be kept, just in case 

anyone ever should miss the target and need a tool to help in 

finding their arrow down among the leaves—of course that 

never happens, right?  

 

As a finishing touch, Klaus attended a meeting of the Southern 

Foothills Blacksmiths where accomplished smith Steve Barrin-

ger graciously helped him build a branding iron that Klaus used 

to mark each bench and stand with the letters CTA. Klaus also 

donated the branding iron to the club in case there are other 

wood items to mark in the future. 

 

With the completion of his service project, Klaus has only 

three more merit badges to finish up to be awarded the rank of 
Eagle Scout. He intends to complete all his remaining require-

ments by this spring. 

 

Several people complimented Klaus on the benches at the De-

cember club shoot, though the weather was cool enough that 

the water coolers were not put out to try their new stands. 

Klaus and his Scouts hope that everyone continues to enjoy 

these new amenities while out on the range trail!  
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Permanent 8 x 8 

backstop built by 

club members. 
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In addition to the benches being made, Allen Wagner, Mike Kirby, Jeff & Tanner Cook and Ken Ward 

for helping with a mini work day at the club.  Pleasant working temperature and good camaraderie 

make for easy work.  We didn't quite have enough material to complete the hand rails but we'll try 

to finish those before the December shoot.  We'll soon be able to check one more item off our "To 

Do" list. 



The Whispering Shaft  Winter 2017 

 

Archery Tips……. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will need three bowls and several packets of KOOL-AID in the color you prefer. 

Prepare one bowl for washing/degreasing that contains water and Joy liquid soap. Agitate the feathers in this solution and 

let them set while you prepare the other two bowls. 

In the second bowl, combine water, a dash of white vinegar and a couple of drops of Joy soap. 

The last bowl should be a microwave-safe 8" x 8" glass dish. Fill it 1/3 full of water and add a splash of vinegar and a few 

drops of Joy soap. Dissolve two packets of KOOL-AID into this solution. 

Transfer the feathers from the degreasing bowl to the water/vinegar bowl, and leave them there for five minutes. 

Transfer the feathers to the KOOL-AID dye in the microwave-safe dish. Microwave it on high for two minutes, let it stand 

for two minutes, then microwave it again for two minutes. 

Remove the dish from the microwave and use tongs to examine the feather. If it is too light, let it stand longer. The 

KOOL-AID acts as an acid dye, and the dye will transfer from the water into the feather. The water will actually get clear-

er as the feather absorbs the dye. If you desire a darker shade, remove the feathers, add another packet of KOOL-AID, 

and repeat the microwaving process. Once the desired shade is achieved, rinse well and dry the feathers. 

Dying Feathers 
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Archery Tips cont……. 
I’m always looking for an easier way to sharpen broad-

heads and recently stumbled upon the RADA Cutlery 

R119 Quick Edge Sharpener. There are several things I 

like about this sharpener; it is light weight, portable, 

quickly creates a razor sharp edge on knifes and broad-

heads, and being priced at about 10.00 bucks it is very 

affordable.  What I believe separates it from other 

wedge type sharpeners is that the cutting wheels rotate 

preventing excessive wear in one particular area. Oth-

er sharpeners of this design lose their effectiveness 

over time due to the cutting edges wearing out.  I high-

ly recommend this sharpener. 

 

Dave Haggist 

 

Book Review……. 
By Dave Haggist 

 

A Traditional Bowhunter’s Path, Lessons and 

Adventures at Full Draw 

Ron Rohrbaugh Jr. 

 

Although this book is best suited for the beginning 

bowhunter, seasoned hunters will find many useful 

pieces of information. I found the chapter on becoming 

a bowhunter/naturalist especially interesting as a way 

to expand my enjoyment of the outdoors. The author, 

a professional wildlife biologist approaches hunting and 

providing tips with animal behavior in mind.  There are 

also several chapters devoted to the author’s personal 

hunting adventures or in some cases misadventures. 

This would be a good addition to your hunting library. 
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The Hunter’s 

Feast…….  

Wild Boar Rack with  

Whiskey Apples 

 

 1 Wild Boar Rack 

 1/4 cup of bread crumbs 

 4 Tablespoons of mustard 

 4 Apples 

 1/3 cup of brown sugar 

 1/4 cup of whiskey 

 salt and pepper to taste 

 
1. Preheat oven to 400° F. 

 

2. Combine the bread crumbs and mustard 

in a small mixing bowl. 

 

3. Sear rack in a pan with a little oil over 

high heat. 

 

4. Transfer to a roasting pan. Coat the 

meat with the mustard crumb mixture by 

patting it on. 

 

5. Using a meat thermometer, cook until 

the rack's internal temperature reaches 

150° F, about 30 minutes. 

 

6. Remove and allow to rest about 10 

minutes before cutting into individual 

chops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. While the rack is cooking, cut the apples 

into thick slices. 

 

8. Heat a saute pan on high. Add the sugar 

and saute until it begins to caramelize, 

turning into a liquid and turning light am-

ber. 

 

9. Add the butter and melt, combining with 

the caramel. 

 

10. Add the apples, toss to coat them on all 

sides with the caramel 

 

11. Add the whiskey, scraping the bottom 

of the pan to get all the caramel. Cook off 

alcohol for 1-2 minutes. 

 

12. Serve warm. 
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Trail Cam Corner 
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Archery Humor 

 

 Pretty certain we all have been here…. 
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Photos from the Past…..  
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About our Club Shoots 
 

Our monthly Club Shoots are loads of fun! If you like traditional archery, 

or even if you’re just curious as to what traditional archery is all about, 

you owe it to yourself to check us out. It’s an event the whole family can 

enjoy.  

All club shoots are held the first Saturday of the month at the Carolina Tra

-ditional Archers Club: 6072 Timber Ridge Rd, Conover, NC. 28613 All 

shoots run from 9am - 3pm,. We set out twenty 3-D animal targets. All the 

foam targets are in the woods, amongst the trees, which makes for a re-

alistic and very pleasant setting.  

Shoots cost $10 for members and $20 for non-members. Meal is included 

with the price of admission, and first-time visitors shoot and eat for free!  
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Submissions 
Submissions to the Whispering Shaft are always welcomed.  Articles must be tradi-

tional archery/bowhunting related and whenever possible sent via email.  The edi-

tor and club officers reserve the right to reject submissions as well as make chang-

es for formatting purposes or grammatical correction.  

 

Submission Deadlines 

 

Spring:   March 20th 

Summer:  June 20th 

Fall:    September 20th 

Winter:   December 20th  

 

Photograph Submissions 

 

A Walk in the Woods:  (Nature, landscape, wildlife photos)   

Photographs submitted cannot contain people, domestic animals or manmade 

structures. A description of the photograph to include the subject matter and 

where the photo was taken is needed. 

 

Bragging Wall:  (Harvest Photographs) 

The animal must be placed in a natural setting (no truck beds, ATV, etc.) and posi-

tion with blood wiped away and tongue in mouth. The hunter’s bow, quiver or vege-

tation must cover the arrow wound.  A description of the photo that includes the 

species, where the animal was taken, and equipment used, is needed.  

 

 

Submit to:  davidhaggist@yahoo.com 

                    amymartin1999@yahoo.com 
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Stay connected with Social Media….  

 

Follow us on Twitter:  

Tweets by @CarolinaArchers  

 

Join our Facebook Page:     

Carolina Traditional Archers  

 

 

Visit our website: www.thecta.org  


